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A Message from the CEO
The not-for-profit sector along with its leadership have the daunting task of delivering 
on their missions. With the abundance of obstacles and possibilities at every turn, 
organizations need to be strategic thinkers and demonstrate the ability to adjust to this 
ever-changing world. 

The Double H Ranch celebrated its twenty-third year of providing specialized, year-round 
programs and medical services for children and their families who are dealing with the 
daily challenges of a life-threatening illness. Our focus continues to be on what is best for 
our kids, and we are dedicated to ensuring the highest quality of services in all aspects 
of our business. We are fueled by passion and driven to achieve or exceed our ambitious 
goals each year.

The team worked very hard in achieving a balanced budget in 2015 and we successfully 
raised over $2 million in new pledges to support our endowment. Building the future 
sustainability of the organization remains one of our priority strategic goals.

We continue to be blessed with growing support from the community, especially in regard 
to volunteerism. Our corporate and organization partnerships increased in 2015 and we are 
proud of the fact that these important relationships are sustained into the future. Providing 
our volunteers with a quality experience and a better understanding of the impact that they 
are having on our campers results in positive outcomes for everyone affiliated with this 
special mission.

The commitment of our medical community continues to strengthen and remains critical 
to our existence. Our organization invested in several new marketing strategies that have 
increased our public awareness throughout the community. 

The Board of Directors and the year-round team devote countless hours in planning and 
effectively executing the strategic initiatives of the organization. We are receptive to change 
and learning how to enhance the delivery of our services and support throughout the year.

As we look to the future, we will always preserve the legacy of our founders in hopes of 
building program capacity and sustainability. The needs of our children and their families 
will continue and we have made an unconditional promise to ensure that the Double H 
Ranch will be here to support the future needs and challenges of our inspirational campers.

In working closely with our community partners through collaborative efforts, we will fulfill 
the dreams of our children and expectations of our investors.

Health & Happiness,

Max J. Yurenda | CEO
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The mission of the Double H Ranch is to provide specialized 
programs and year-round support for children and their families 
dealing with life-threatening illnesses. Our purpose is to enrich their 
lives and provide camp experiences that are memorable, exciting, 
fun, empowering, physically safe and medically sound. All programs 
are FREE of charge and capture the magic of the Adirondacks.

97 Hidden Valley Road
Lake Luzerne, NY 12846

Main Office: 
518.696.5676
Development Office:
518.696.5921

Founded by Charles R. Wood & Paul Newman

www.doublehranch.org
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Charles R. Wood and Paul Newman, 
Founders

Emily Bailey Berry
Derek Brown
Lauretta Chrys
Charlie Crew
Christina Fitzgerald
Neil Golub – Honorary Life Chairman

George Hearst 
Victor Hershaft - Chairman
Tom Indoe
Kevin Johnson
Kimberly Sanger Jones
Walter Lamb
Robert Laughlin
Ed Lewi – Honorary Life Vice Chairman
Senator Betty Little

Elizabeth Matthews McCarthy
Ed Mitzen
Maureen O’Brien
Vincent T. Riggi
Walter Robb - Treasurer                                          
John Ryan
Sheryl Schwartz 
D. Ross Sheridan
Sandy Sherman                             

Kathy Striker
Ed Swyer
Anthony Tartaglia – Vice Chairman
Michael Toohey
Marian Wolgin - Secretary          
Charlene Wood

2015 Board of Directors

3



Family Programs
SPRINGSPRING

CAMPERS
26

PARENTS
35

SIBLINGS
19

Hematology and Oncology  
Family Weekend
A program for children living with blood 
disorders or cancer and their families.

CAMPERS
50

Camp Bravehearts: Spring
A collaborative program with 
Bravehearts, an oncology camp for 
women who have survived or are in 
treatment for various cancers.

CAMPERS
19

PARENTS
42

SIBLINGS
33

Cindy’s Comfort Camp: Spring
A collaborative program with The C.R. 
Wood Cancer Center at Glens Falls Hospital 
for children that have lost a loved one.

CAMPERS
11

Caring and Sharing: A Diabetes 
Family Weekend
A collaborative program with Pump 
Company for children living with Type 1 
diabetes and their families. 

Running for the Ranch 
On April 20th, 2015, our friend Erin Peeney ran the 
119th Boston Marathon for the Double H Ranch.  
Erin trained for her 26.2 mile journey using the 
inspiration from our campers – “they come to  
camp with 110% determination, ready to partake 
in all the activities camp has to offer.” As Erin said, 
“In comparison to what our campers face on a daily 
basis, running a marathon seems insignificant.”  
Erin finished her first marathon in 4:47:07 and 
raised $12,719 for the Double H Ranch!
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Volunteer Report
SUMMERSUMMER

2015 Ron & Kathy Phelps 
Volunteer of the Year Award

We are thankful for two very special people, who for over 
15 years in every season of camp have made a difference 
in thousands of lives. Congratulations to our recipients of 
the 2015 Ron & Kathy Phelps Volunteer of the Year Award, 
Pat and Dom Martino. Whether it was the tutu she made, 
the card game he taught you or the unconditional love 
you felt- Pat and Dom embody the mission of Double H 
and the art of giving. No words can ever truly describe our 
gratitude for their unwavering dedication and exceptional 
ability to support every child, family, staff or fellow 
volunteer they meet on their Double H Ranch journey.  
We shine a little brighter because of Pat & Dom. 

Pat and Dom Martino

Every set of hands make the work lighter and the applause louder.

220 Summer Session
30,800 hours

Medical
11,520 hours

Program
1,540 hours

Registration/Gift Shop
380 hours

Community Work Days
3,780 hours

Session Change Over
352 hours

Development
2,200 hours

127

60

104

945

88

270

There are over 1,500 volunteers that support Double H Ranch on a year-round basis. 
Our pursuit of the greatest, safest camper experience will always include recruitment of 
caring and qualified volunteers. Whether you have a day, weekend, week or an entire 
summer, our camp offers a range of volunteer opportunities for you to make a difference 
by giving your time and talent.

Volunteers
per category Area of support

and hours given
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75

67

Residential Camp

Camp Inspiration
Camp Inspiration is a week-long family program for 
children ages 5-21 years old who require respiratory 
support, such as a ventilator. Camp Inspiration allows 
campers to participate in typical summer camp activities 
including swimming, high ropes, arts and crafts, and the 
chance to participate in a camp dance, talent show and 
campfire. This program is extremely unique and requires 
the support of nurses, doctors and respiratory therapists 
to provide the extensive care our campers require. In 
2015, 14 campers and their families attended Camp 
Inspiration that was supported by 41 medical volunteers, 
43 staff members, and 6 program volunteers.

SUMMERSUMMER

8Summer Sessions

208208

673673

881881
Onsite Summer 

Campers

New 
Campers

Return 
Campers

Camper Census: Summer 2015

63

14

227
56

40

52

148
19

73

36

16

Cancer

Sickle Cell Anemia

Hemophilia

Immune Disorder

Other Blood Disorders

Neuromuscular Disorders

Mitochondrial Disease

Collagen Vascular Disease

Other Diseases

Rare Diseases

Chron’s & Colitis

1065 Summer Applications Received

Number of Diagnoses Served

Alumni 
Campers 
Served

Siblings Served

During each of the 8 Summer Residential 
Camp sessions, the Double H Ranch comes 
alive with the sounds of laughter and the joys 
of childhood. The Double H Ranch provides 
camp experiences that are medically sound, 
memorable, exciting, fun and empowering.
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Personnel 
 Camp Inspiration volunteer nurses 
 Camp Inspiration Volunteer  
 Respiratory therapists 
 Volunteer Session Physicians 
 Additional Physicians  
 (Residents and physicians with their campers) 

 Volunteer nurses 
 New volunteers 
 Returning nurses 
 Staff Nurses  
 (including 2 Residential nurses each session) 

 Volunteer pharmacist and 
 Opening day nurses 
 Volunteer Residents / Students

95

596

36

1

12
31

31

14

4

3

20

8

1

1

1

1

2

1

12 2

Campers from around the Country
And the world, too!

Scotland

1

2

Canada

1

Bermuda

Paul’s Body Shop

12 hour shifts covered

36
day

11
night

15,297
Total Meds 
Passed

1,346
Total body 
shops visits

23
12

15
4

66
19
47
16

24

4
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Family Programs
FALLFALL

CAMPERS
78

Camp Bravehearts: Fall
A collaborative program with 
Bravehearts, an oncology camp for 
women who have survived or are in 
treatment for various cancers.

CAMPERS
21

PARENTS
33

SIBLINGS
29

Rosie’s Memorial
A collaborative program with Albany 
Medical Center and Rosie’s Love 
Organization to help families reflect  
and remember a child they lost.

Spina Bifida Family Weekend
A collaborative program with the Spina 
Bifida Association of Northeastern NY.

Cindy’s Comfort Camp: Fall
A collaborative program with The C.R. 
Wood Cancer Center at Glens Falls 
Hospital for children that have lost a 
loved one.

Mitochondrial and Journey’s 
Weekend

A program for children living with a 
Mitochondrial Disorder and their families, 
as well as kids in the Journeys Palliative 
Care program at Albany Medical Center. 

CAMPERS
21

PARENTS
17

SIBLINGS
27

CAMPERS
17

PARENTS
24

SIBLINGS
13
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WINTERWINTER
Adaptive Winter Sports Program

Magic happens at the Double H Ranch. Despite the 
unseasonable warmth and the early arrival of spring-like 
weather and conditions, the 2nd Annual Winter 500 was 
held on Saturday, March 19th for all qualifying Skiing & 
Snowboarding students.
This special event celebrated the accomplishments of 
all ski and snowboard students in the AWSP and the 
incredible dedication of 320 volunteers who helped 
make the 19th season of the program possible. The 
goal was to complete 500 runs for the day as a group 
and raise funds for the program. Not only did they 
surpass the goal of 500 runs, but our students and vol-
unteers raised over $25,000 for our Adaptive Winter 
Sports Program. 

192599

762

Total # of Students
Student Lessons

Other Lessons Taught

1,295
Total Lessons

The Adaptive Winter Sports Program (AWSP) offers children, ages 6-16, with chronic 
illnesses the opportunity to participate in various winter sports in the beautiful Adirondack 
Mountains. Activities include alpine skiing and snowboarding.

This exciting program is made possible through the efforts of more than 200 volunteer 
instructors, National Ski Patrol members, and other winter volunteers who provide a 1:1 
support ratio for our students. A fully stocked equipment room, double chair lift, Mary’s 
Way conveyer lift, and two trails allow our students to enjoy the thrill of winter sports.  
Five Family Sleepover Weekends are offered during this program, allowing the entire 
family to experience this winter retreat together. All necessary equipment is provided FREE 
of charge to students and families.

Despite unseasonable warmth, a below-average amount of natural snow and an early 
arrival of spring-like weather conditions, the Double H Ranch celebrated a successful 19th 
season of the AWSP. Thanks to a dedicated mountain team who maintained our ski slopes 
and produced a “mountain” of man-made snow, the 19th season of the Winter Program 
lasted 24 days in length and provided over 1,200 lessons to students and families. 

24 Days of AWSP

Personnel 
 Volunteer Ski Instructors
 Volunteer Ski Patrol
 Residential Volunteers
 Lodge Hosts
 Total # of Program Volunteers

205

338
31
74
28
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FINANCIALSFINANCIALS

2015 Revenue
Major Gifts: . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,569,625
Board Designated Funds:  . . . . $174,681
Special Events: . . . . . . . . . . . $601,370
General Contributions:   .  .  .  .  .  $331,960
Camper Sponsorship:  . . . . . . $418,862
Endowment Income:  . . . . . . . $329,747
Cause-Related Marketing:  . . . . $68,572
Fundraising by Friends:.  .  .  .  .  .  $157,892
In-Kind: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $23,911
Other: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $104,545
Read for the Ranch:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $16,995
Winter Sports Enthusiast:   .  .  .  .  $39,318
Winter 500:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $25,712
Athletic Fundraising:  . . . . . . . $43,792

Total Revenue:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $3,906,982

2015 Expenses
Program Services: . . . . . . . . . $1,997,849
Facilities:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $906,446
Fundraising & Development:  .  .  $409,287
Administration & General: . . . . $408,500
Communications & Marketing:  .  $80,613
Board Designated Fund: . . . . . $171,044

Total Expenses:  . . . . . . . . . $3,973,739

$3.9 m

Major Gifts 40%

Board Designated Funds 4%
Special Events 15%

General Contributions 8%

Camper Sponsorship 11%

Endowment Income 8%

Cause-Related Marketing 2%

In-Kind <1%
Other 3%

Read for the Ranch <1%
Winter Sports Enthusiast 1%

Winter 500 <1%
Athletic Fundraising 1%

Fundraising by Friends 4%

$3.97 m

Program Services 50%

Facilities 23%

Fundraising & Development 10%

Administration & General 10%

Communications & Marketing 2%
Board Designated Fund 4%

REVENUE

EXPENSES

A year in review.
Double H Ranch continues to exceed our goals through 
generous support and contributions from our donors. 
Double H is in the business of giving kids and their families’ 
unforgettable experiences. We strive to offer something similar 
with our donors, from camper sponsorships to planned giving, 
the legacy of each gift and the person or company who shares 
it lives on in spoken, printed, and beloved recognition. The art 
of giving back is an essential key to our success.
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Camp On-The-Go
Hospital Outreach Program 
The goal of Camp On-The-Go, Double H Ranch’s 
Hospital Outreach Program, is to improve the quality of 
life for children and families in the hospital or medical-
based setting by bringing the magic of camp to them. 
Regular visits are scheduled that will transport a child to 
a true camp experience in a playroom, at their bedside 
or at medical community events. The program offers 
a time of laughter, creativity, hope, friendship, and 
encouragement to children whose lives are disrupted 
and fractured by illness. Camp On-The-Go also increases 
awareness of programming opportunities offered at 
the Double H Ranch to medical professionals, eligible 
campers, and their families.

Advocate Hope Children’s Hospital, Chicago, Illinois
Albany Medical Center, Albany, New York
Arthritis Foundation
Brookdale University Hospital and Medical Center, Brooklyn, NY
CARES Foundation, Union, NJ
Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Lebanon, New Hampshire
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia at Virtua Voorhees
Cohen Children’s Medical Center, New Hyde Park, NY
Delaware Valley Hemophilia Association, Lansdale, Pennsylvania
Golisano Children’s Hospital – University of Rochester Medical Center
Hemophilia Association of New Jersey
Jacobi Medical Center, Bronx, New York
King’s County Hospital Center, Brooklyn, NY
Mary M. Gooley Hemophilia Center, Rochester, New York
MitoAction: Mitochondrial Disease Action Committee, Boston, MA
Muscular Dystrophy Association
Nassau University Medical Center, East Meadow, New York 
Newark Beth Israel Medical Center Children’s Hospital of New Jersey
North Star Reach, Pinckney, Michigan
NYU Langone Medical Center, New York
Shriner’s Hospital for Children
South Central Sickle Cell Council, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
St. Barnabas Hospital, Bronx, New York
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Syracuse, NY
Stony Brook University Hospital, New York
The Children’s Hospital at Montefiore, Bronx, NY
The Valerie Fund, Maplewood, NJ
Upstate Golisano Children’s Hospital of Syracuse

Hospital and Health Organization Partners
HEALTHHEALTH

Camper Census: Summer 2015

The Double H Ranch works with over 25 hospital partners and health organizations to send 
children to camp at Double H each summer.  Each group has a coordinator (social worker, 
child life specialist, nurse, parent) that works closely with the Admissions Department to 
help families through the summer camp application process.  Some hospital groups send 
up to 50 children to a camp session and organize transportation for children that otherwise 
may not have the ability to get to camp each year.
Many of the hospitals and health organizations send volunteers to stay with the group for 
their week at camp.  It is an amazing opportunity for the clinical staff to see their patients in 
a fun and carefree environment outside of the hospital. The camp experience is something 
special they share and can talk about all year long.

28
Partners

Hospitals: 
1. The Children’s Hospital at Albany Medical Center
2. The Ronald McDonald House of Albany
3. St. Margaret’s Center of Albany
4. Golisano Children’s Hospital, SUNY Upstate Medical Center
5. The Ronald McDonald House of Syracuse
6.  Golisano Children’s Hospital, University of Rochester  
 Medical Center
7.  The Ronald McDonald House of Rochester
8.  Mary M. Gooley Hemophilia Center of Rochester
9.  Teens Living with Cancer, Mary’s Living Legacy of Rochester
10.  Steve and Alexandra Cohen Children’s Medical Center,  
 Long Island Jewish Medical Center
11. Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center
12. David’s House of Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center

Our 5th Year

CHILDREN
880

PARENTS SIBLINGS
800 269 1,949

Total Served

 Program Days
 Volunteers
 Hours

107
179
746
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Paving the Way into the Future
Double H Ranch embarked on several facility and accessibility improvement projects 
around camp in 2015. After winter’s deep freeze gave way to the sunshine and warmer 
temperatures, the Facilities Team embarked on these projects to prepare for the 2015 
Summer Season. 

Accessible Pathways
Double H Ranch received a Network Improvement Project grant from the SeriousFun 
Children’s Network, allowing us to renovate the camper entrance area from the main 
parking lot to the conference center. Prior to the renovations, the camper entrance 
included a stone staircase that prevented campers with mobility impairments from 
accessing the registration and stage areas from the main parking lot. The new entrance 
features a switch-back style pathway that provides an easier point of access to our 
registration area for all participants. 

Waterfront Improvement Project 
Double H Ranch was among seven camps in the SeriousFun Children’s Network to 
receive grant funding from Niagara Cares to enhance the aquatics program including a 
dock renovation at the Lake Vanare waterfront to increase accessibility for all campers. 

Indoor Pool Renovation
A generous gift from the Charles R. Wood Foundation, a charitable venture started 
by our co-founder Charley Wood, funded a renovation of the indoor pool area. This 
renovation focused on increased accessibility: restrooms have larger handicap stalls, 
motion sensor fixtures and lighting, the installation of shower towers with tempered 
water for use before and after swimming, and a new means of egress from the pool.

FACILITIESFACILITIES
Improvement Projects

BEFORE

AFTER
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Throughout the year Double H Ranch hosts a variety of special events and athletic 
fundraisers to benefit camp and increase awareness of our programs. Annually, Double H 
Ranch-hosted events account for approximately 20% of revenue. Here’s a look at some of the 
opportunities our community members came together to support Double H Ranch in 2015:

Camp Challenge Ride and 5k Trail Run/Walk
In the 6th year of the Camp Challenge, 43 cyclists took to the hilly Adirondack roads 
while 111 runners participated in the 5K Trail Run/Walk on camp grounds on September 
12th. Participants and their families enjoyed a post-event BBQ which included games 
and live music entertainment. 

Ragnar Relay Adirondacks
In 2015, the Double H Ranch formalized a partnership with the Ragnar Relay Series and 
was a featured charity of the Ragnar Relay Adirondacks. Team Double H had 6 teams of 
12 individuals registered to run the nearly 200-mile relay from Saratoga Springs to Lake 
Placid to raise funds and awareness for the programs at Double H Ranch. Over $30,000 
was raised through participants’ fundraising efforts to support the Double H Ranch.  

Tuscan Dinner
Our 15th Annual Tuscan Dinner benefitting the Adaptive Winter Sports Program took place 
on January 21st at the Glen Sanders Mansion in Scotia. Guests enjoyed a wine tasting by 
Adirondack Wine Merchants, hors d’oeuvres while shopping the silent auction items, followed 
by a seated dinner featuring fine Italian cuisine created by the Glen Sanders Mansion.

24th Annual Gala
Held at The Great Escape and Splashwater Kingdom, the 24th Annual Gala featured a 
“Spaghetti Western” theme and was sensational fun for all ages!  The evenings’ events 
included exciting live and silent auctions, live music and rides in the amusement park. 

Golf Pro-Am and Chef’s Dinner
More than 150 golfers participated in the 14th Annual Golf Pro-Am held on May 8th at The 
Sagamore Resort in Bolton Landing. Golfers began the day with PGA Champion Blaine 
McCallister before playing 18 holes of the challenging hillside course overlooking Lake 
George. After play, golfers and guests socialized at the “New York State of Mind” themed 
Chef’s Dinner, featuring fine foods prepared by 7 local chefs, participated in silent and live 
auctions, and enjoyed an evening of live music provided by Garland Nelson & Soul Session. 

EVENTSEVENTS
Double H Ranch Special Events
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Visits Saratoga Race Course
STANLEY CUPSTANLEY CUP

One of the most iconic trophies in all of sports, the Stanley Cup, came for a visit to 
Saratoga Race Course in 2015 thanks to Chicago Blackhawks Assistant Coach and 
seasonal resident Kevin Dineen. Coach Dineen took the opportunity to help raise 
funds and awareness for the Double H Ranch for his day with the Stanley Cup. Fans 
waited in line for over two hours to have their picture taken with The Stanley Cup 
for a donation to the Double H Ranch. 

“My family and I were thrilled to be able to share our Stanley Cup experience with 
the community at the Saratoga Race Course. We enjoy a few days at the track each 
summer, and we could not ask for a better venue to share the Cup with the local 
horse and hockey fans,” said Coach Dineen. “We were excited to incorporate a 
fundraiser for the Double H Ranch into our day with the Cup. The opportunity to 
raise money and awareness for the Double H Ranch, and support their campers 
who are facing illness, made our day infinitely more special.” Thanks to Coach 
Dineen, New York Racing Association (NYRA) and the community, over $6,000  
was raised to support Double H Ranch programs.

We were excited to 
incorporate a fundraiser 
for the Double H Ranch...

“

”
– Coach Kevin Dineen
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A SPECIAL WISHA SPECIAL WISH
granted to a Double H Ranch Camper

When the Make-a-Wish Foundation of Northeast New York offered to grant 11-year old 
Gabe Donovan’s wish, he didn’t hesitate with his request to improve the barn area at the 
Double H Ranch. His wish was in memory of his friend and fellow camper, Michael Gulli.

In 2010 Gabe met Michael, a Gansevoort resident who passed away in 2014 at the 
age of 21. Their moms parked next to each other on Gabe’s very first day at Double 
H Ranch and they started talking.

Gabe asked Michael what his disease was. Michael said he had NF, and that Gabe 
had probably never heard of it. Gabe was excited because he has Neurofibromatosis 
(NF) too, and had never before met another person with the same disorder.

“It’s a blessing to be involved in this partnership between Make-a-Wish, Double H 
Ranch and the Gulli Family,” said Maureen O’Brien. “Double H is not just a place for 
Gabe to interact with kids like him, it’s a conduit for families to come together and 
connect, like we did with the Gulli’s.”

Over 200 family members and friends of Gabe and Michael came together in late 
May to help make Gabe’s wish come true. They spent the day painting, staining, 
cleaning and making improvements to the barn area, including a brand new 
gazebo for campers to enjoy.

“I was one of the volunteers there with Gabe’s school, Mater Christi (Albany, NY).  
This was, by far, one of the best things in which I have EVER participated, and one 
of the greatest days of my life. Gabe is an amazing kid and I know his friend Michael 
was smiling down on him that day. I am so grateful for the opportunity to play a small 
party in making Gabe’s Make-a-Wish come true,” exclaimed Amanda Wingle.

Michael’s family shared the following sentiment, “Even when he outgrew being 
able to attend camp, Michael still wanted to give back and be connected, and 
that’s how we feel – it’s a lifelong partnership for us and this is a pretty incredible 
gift from an 11-year-old who could have done anything in the world, but he chose 
to give back.”

GABE

MICHAEL
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